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Welcome to our
Winter newsletter
Firstly, we would like to say a big thank you to all our customers for their business
throughout the last twelve months and to wish you all a happy, healthy and prosperous
2020. In this edition we would like to introduce you to two of our new team members.
Meet David Charvill BSc, Director of Laboratory Services.
David graduated from the University of Liverpool and did a post-graduate course in Industrial Biotechnology at Liverpool John
Moore’s University. David started his career at Invitrogen working in R&D before moving into project management. After this he
was a co-founder of Biofortuna, a product development and contract manufacturing company where he held the role of Director of
Operations.
David prides himself in having worked with a wide range of small to mid-size enterprises and multinational companies to help
develop in-vitro diagnostic products from concept to market. Through these interactions he has gained a wide range of experience
in areas such as regulatory, quality and manufacturing, spanning across sectors such as clinical diagnostics, animal health,
environmental and biothreat.
Meet Alina Zheleznyakova (Bell), Customer Marketing Manager.
Alina has a University Degree (Hons) in Linguistics and Communications. She used to work in marketing for a global manufacturer
of web offset presses and for an advertising agency in luxury hospitality.
Please join us in welcoming David and Alina to the NWL team.
Looking forward to 2020, we will continue
to strive to deliver high quality service to
all our customers.
If you would like to know more please
call 01253 899215 and ask for Client
Services.
We offer a wide range of tests and profiles
which are listed in our new 2020 price list.
Your copy will arrive before Christmas. If
you cannot find what you are looking for,
please call Customer Services and we will
endeavour to accommodate your enquiry.
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The main changes this year are:
• The inclusion of Abbey Veterinary Services within the main NWL Companion & Exotics price list.
• A broader range of PCR tests.
• A reminder about large histology samples, please call the lab to check pricing prior to raising a customer fee.
Price changes come into effect from January 1st, 2020 and will be reviewed again next January.
Please do not hesitate to call if you have any questions on 01253 899215.
For our latest news and updates follow us on LinkedIn and Twitter.
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Through the lens:
Anatomic pathology training
Becoming an anatomic
pathologist isn’t easy: it
involves years of study (and
exams) on top of a veterinary
medicine degree. So why do
some vets choose a career
in this this field and what
does the training involve? As
someone who has recently
made this move, I’ll give
a brief overview of my
experience as an anatomic
pathology trainee.
Why pathology?
The science behind animal diseases and their diagnosis is
fascinating, so it’s unsurprising that some vets are drawn to
this area. Externships and intercalated degrees in pathology
are available to vet students, who often decide early that they
want to follow this career path. I did an intercalated degree at
the RVC in Veterinary Pathology which sparked my interest in
the subject. The idea of diversifying into a career with regular
hours and a good work-life balance was also appealing,
although pathology training and board exam preparation
don’t lend themselves to having much of a social life!

How does residency training work?
Residencies in universities are the most obvious way to “get
into” pathology. My residency in Dublin, like many others,
involved post-mortem duty, reading biopsies, and teaching
undergraduates, as well as carrying out research. I researched
lung cancer in sheep, which gave me experience in study
design, statistics and epidemiology. This comes in useful now
when reading papers and assessing the quality of scientific
publications.
How are pathologists assessed?
In the UK, a formal qualification is offered by the Royal
College of Pathologists. Many residency programmes also
prepare residents to sit exams offered by either the European
or American Colleges of Veterinary Pathology (ECVP and
ACVP). I sat the ACVP exam, which involved a lot of reading,
practicing histopathology descriptions and travelling to the
USA for training courses and the exam itself, which is held in
Florida every August.
What are the career opportunities like?
Anatomic veterinary pathologists are well-placed to establish
a career in a variety of areas. These include commercial
diagnostics (reading and reporting biopsies), academia
(teaching and research) and toxicological pathology
(pharmaceutical research and development). I chose to start
my career in diagnostics here at Abbey Veterinary Services,
which ties in with my experience in small animal practice and
offers a huge variety of interesting cases.
Author: Alison Lee, Anatomic Veterinary Pathologist
(BSc MVB MRCVS DipACVP)

What are the requirements?
Potential candidates require a degree in veterinary medicine,
and should also demonstrate an interest in pathology,
whether it be externships, research, an intercalated BSc or
a masters in a related area. Many programmes also require
candidates to have spent time in practice or to have done
an internship. I spent a year in small animal practice prior
to my residency, an invaluable experience when assessing
clinical histories and communicating findings to colleagues in
practice.
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Becoming a STEM Ambassador
Have you ever thought of becoming a STEM Ambassador
for your local community? NationWide Laboratories
staff are involved in becoming STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths) Ambassadors.
People who work in any of these disciplines are
encouraged to reach out to their community to inspire
others into careers in these core subjects. Recently I
visited a primary school in East Yorkshire to deliver a
fact-filled and practical presentation for 9 to 11 yearolds about the importance of microorganisms in health,
disease and our environment, with a focus on antibiotic
resistance and bioremediation.

The children also swabbed areas around the school that
they thought might be really dirty and plated out some
agar plates. I brought some of the swabs back to the
wonderful people at the microbiology department in the
NationWide Poulton Laboratory to be cultured.
The aim was to inspire the children to learn more about
microbiology and its importance to our environment. The
children also learned about the importance of hygiene,
hand washing, teeth brushing and vaccination in combating
infection.

We learned about how micro-organisms cause disease
and also their importance in our food industry and
recycling. The children were keen to talk about antibiotic
resistance and the struggle to overcome this. We were
also introduced to the concept of bioremediation, the
process used to treat contaminated environments by
altering the conditions to introduce and stimulate the
growth of microorganisms which can degrade pollutants.
The morning ended with a practical session which involved
looking at histology slides and also experimenting with
yeast, sugar and water to see if we could blow up balloons!

If you would like to know more about the STEM
organisation and how to become an ambassador then go
to https://www.stem.org.uk
With grateful thanks to Mrs Janette Garthwaite and the
children of year 5 and 6 Wold Newton Foundation School,
Driffield, East Yorkshire and also to the Microbiology
Department, NationWide Pathology Laboratories,
Poulton-le-Fylde.
Author: Sandra Dawson, Veterinary Pathologist (BSc BVMS
FRCPath MRCVS)

Specialist NEWS

Measuring progesterone
We are researching the use of saliva to measure progesterone levels in bitches in order to check the best time to
mate. This will provide a non-invasive service which will be much easier for owners.
We have always proved an accurate serum progesterone assay service to predict the best time to mate using a quantitative
radioimmunoassay (RIA) method.
We would greatly appreciate your help as we now require saliva samples taken at the same time as blood samples in order to
fully validate the method.
We are offering 25% discount off our “Progesterone for Mating” (PREM) testing if saliva swabs are submitted at the
same time. Please phone NationWide Specialist Labs if you would like more details, 01223 493400

Don’t forget

We do NORMETANEPHRINE analysis in urine to help
with the diagnosis of PHAEOCHROMOCYTOMA
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Training Vets.
Saving Turtles.
Charity at Christmas.
December is the month of giving and, despite the
seemingly increasing cost of Christmas, is a month where
our income from individual donations is at its highest.
To provide an incentive WVI takes part in The Big Give
Christmas Challenge – all online donations are double for
one week in early December.

In partnership we continue to provide the expert wildlife
veterinary support to those saving endangered species every
day.

Over the years NWL have supported our various causes;
#Vets4Vultures, Painted Wolves (as in the BBC’s Dynasties out
last year) and this year in our ‘Training Vets. Saving Turtles’
campaign (see NWL Autumn Newsletter). This year NWL have
pledged some funding that we hope, at the time of writing,
will have been matched during the Christmas Challenge (see
wildlifevets.org for the results).
To raise the profile of the plight of turtles and marine plastics
London Vet Show donated their recycling stand to us to
rebrand. Did you see us? We couldn’t make the stand out
of anything plastic without a very good reason and so the
majority of the stand was printed on to cardboard. It will be
used again and then safely recycled.
On a positive note, we had some examples from companies
who are going above and beyond to make a difference. E6PR
have developed compostable 6 pack rings made from wheat
and grain left over from the brewing process. Kingspan
Insulation are working with a network that collect marine
plastic from the Mediterranean and give it a new life in their
ground-breaking insulation.
This Christmas, please be mindful of needless plastic, make
sure it is all disposed of properly, seek alternatives and if
giving to charity, please consider donating to Wildlife Vets
International.

Veterinary Advisor Jane Hopper and WVI’s Chief Supporter
Tabitha MacLachlan at the London Vet Show, November 2019
presenting the Training Vets. Saving Turtles campaign.

Wildlife Vets International was formed by a group of wildlife vets in 2004 to give the conservation community veterinary support and skills.
The charity enables the provision of independent veterinary advice and skills to front line conservationists around the world. Detailed
sample analysis enables WVI to get a real grasp on the disease threats to endangered species. WVI is grateful to NationWide Laboratory
Services for the service they provide and the support they give to WVI.
Wildlife Vets International, Station House, Parkwood Street, Keighley, West Yorkshire. BD21 4NQ.
Tel: +44(0)1535 661 298

www.wildlifevetsinternational.org

Email: info@wildlifevetsinternational.org
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NationWide Laboratories is a trading business of
National Veterinary Services Ltd

